Plant lectin-binding has been used to study the cell surface carbohydrate composition of bacteria anid has revealed inter-and intra-strain variation.'2 The technique has been specifically applied to strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae with up to 14 different lectins.3' Serotyping and auxotyping of Neisseria gonorrhoeae are not efficient means of discriminating between strains. Many strains exhibit the same pattern.5 We applied the technique of lectin agglutination, using ten lectins to study 140 previously characterised strains of N. gonorrhoeae (Table 1) . Twenty-two different patterns were shown but the groups 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 were predominant. Seventynine per cent of the strains were represented in these groups. In this relatively small sample of strains, no statistically significant difference could be shown in the distribution of strains between serogroups IA and 1B. However, when serotyping (1A and IB) and auxotyping (prototrophs 
